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Atherton , 17th Jun~. 1986 

necision No. 490Al 

Submission No . 44265 TITT,E : Summarv r.ahour Market Reoort for 
nueenslancl - ~1ay 1986. 

CA~INF.'l' decicled:-

That the content s of the Subnission he noted . 

CIRCULATION: Oeoartment of ~nolOVl"ent an~ Inclustri~l Affairs and co~v 
to Minister. 
Pr eQier'q neoartment ancl cooy to PreQier ancl Tr easurer . 
Public Service Board . 
Agt'nt- Genera l f.or Queens1'111d . 
0ueenslancl OovernmPnt Reor esentative Office , Tokyo . 
Oueensland Government Representative Office , Bahrain . 
Treasury De.,artment and copy to Minister . 
Department of r,ocal Government ancl copy to Minister. 
Department of Industry Development and cooy to Minister . 
All other 11inisters for oerusal and r etur n . 
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FOR CABINET 

RE: SIH4ARY LABOUR MARKET REPORT FOR QUEENSLAND 
HAY 1986 

l. Employment 

~ 1,082 ,400 persons were employed in Queen sland in May 1986. 

• 

• 

Th1 s represents an increase of 44,400 or 4.3% over the last 
twelve months and compares with a national increase of 4.1% . 

Between Apri l 1986 and May 1986 total emp loyed persons in 
Queensland decrease~ by 9,400 or 0.9~. Tr.is compares with a 
national de~rease ol 0.3%. 

Of the 1,082, 400 ~ersons employed in Queensland in May 1986 
865,9()0 were employ~<' ful 1- time and 216,500 were part-time 
employees. In the ldsi t welve months the number of full-time 
employees t.a~ increased hy 30,800 (3.7%) while part-time 
em~ln . ..,,eot h~~ !~creased by 13,600 or 6.7%. 

• 2. Unemployment 

The number of persons seeking work in May 1986 totalled 
117 ,800 or 9.8% of the Queensland labour force as compared 
with 9.2% last month . This compares with 112 , 300 (9.6%) for 
May 1985 and represents an increase over the twe 1 ve months of 
5,500 or 4.9%. The national unemployment figure was 592 ,200 
or 7.9% representing a decrease of 9,900 or 1. 6% over the 
twelve monlhs . 

Between l1pri 1 1986 and May 1986 the number of persons looking 
for work in Queensland increased by 7,500 (6 .8%). 
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3. Labour Force 

Queensland's Labour Force (i.e. employed and unemployed 
persons) in May 1986 was 1,200,200. This is a 4.3% 

increase on the size twelve months ago. The Australian 
labour force has increased by 3.6% in same period to 
7,536,300. 

4. Appendix I contains additional data on the Queensland labour 
market. 

5. IT IS RECC>IMENOED that Cabinet note the above information • 

BRISBANE 
12 Jun'? 1986 

VI!':CE LE:;TER 
r.!~ ISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT 
AND INDUSTRIAL AFFAIRS 



APPENDIX I - QUEENSLAND LABOUR MARKET REPORT - HAY 1986 

1. EMPLOYMENT 

1.1 Employment Growth {Full -Time Plus Part-Time) States and Australia 

AUST. QLD. N.S.W. VIC. S . A. W.A. TAS . 

• - { '000) -

• May 1985 6673.2 1038.0 2288.5 1776.2 581.1 623.4 183.3 

May 1986 6944.1 1082.4 2374 . 7 1856. l 601.1 647.9 184.7 

+270.~ +44.4 + 86.2 + 79.9 +20.0 +24. 5 + 1.4 

• % ::hange ; ~ I + 4. :1 + 3.8 + 4.5 + 3.4 + 3.9 + 0.8 

• April 1986 6962.1 1091.8 2385.5 1857.l 600.9 648.0 183.9 

May 1986 6944 .1 1082.4 2374. 7 1856.1 601.1 647 . 9 184 . 7 

- 18.0 - 9.4 -10.8 - 1.0 + 0.2 - 0.1 + 0.8 

No No 

% Change - 0. 3 - 0. 9 - 0.5 - 0.1 change change +0.4 
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1.2 Full-Time Employment \ 

Full-t ime emplo.)lllent in Queensland decreased by 13,500 or 1.5% to 
865,900 during May ..tille for Australia as a ..tiole it decreased by 
4,400 or 0. 1% to 5,615,700. 

Corresponding movement s in full-time emplo)ment for each State 
during May 1986 were -

No. % 

Queens! and -13,500 -1.5 
New South wa 1 es + 4,200 +0. 2 
Vic tori a + 4,600 +0. 3 
South Australia + 500 +0.1 
Western Australia 900 -0.2 
Tasmania - l, 100 -0.7 
Australia - 4, 400 -0 .1 

1.3 P~~t-iime Employment 

Part-time emplo.)lllent in Queensland increased by 4,100 (1.9%) to 
<!6,500 during May. Nationally, part- time emplo)ment decreased 
by 13,600 (1.0%) to 1,328,400. 

Corresponding movements in part- time employ.nent are as fol lows -

No. % 

Queensland + 4,100 +l. 9 
New South wa 1 es -15, 000 -3 . 4 
Victoria - 5,600 -1.6 
South Australia 300 -0 . 2 
Western Australia + 800 +0.6 
Tasmania + 1,900 +5 . 1 

Australia -13, 600 -1.0 



• 
• 

• 
• 

.. 3 

2. LABOUR FORCE 

2.1 Labour Force Growth , St at es and Austral ia 

AUST. QLD. N.S.W. VIC. S.A. W.A. TAS. 

- ('000) 

May 1985 7275.4 1150.3 2511.8 1906.l 633.0 679.4 200.4 

May 1986 7536.3 1200.2 2588 .2 1979.4 654.9 704.0 201 . 9 

+260.9 +49.9 + 76.4 + 73.3 +21.9 +24.6 + 1.5 

% Chanoo + 3.6 + 4. 3 + 3.0 + 3.8 + 3. 5 + 3 5 + 0.7 

A!'rtl !986 7569.0 1202 . 1 2607 .9 1992.3 653. 3 704. 2 202 .4 

Hay 1986 7536 . 3 1200. 2 2588.2 1979 .4 654 . 9 704 .0 20! . ~ 

- 32 . 7 - 1.9 - 19. 7 - 12.9 + 1.6 - 0.2 - o. 5 

% Change - 0.4 - 0. 2 - 0.8 - D.6 + 0. 2 + 0. 0 - 0.2 

2.2 Labour For ce - Queensland 

In the 12 month period ending May 1986 the Queens l and labour force 
(employed plus unemployed) increased in size by 49 ,900 or 4.3%. 
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3. UNEMPLOYMENT 

3.1 Movements in Levels of Total Unemployment, States and Australia 

AUST. QLO. N.S.W. VIC. S.A. W.A. TAS. 

April 1986 606.9 llC . 3 222 .4 135.2 52.5 5li.~ 18 .6 

Moy 1986 592.2 117 .8 213 .6 123.3 53 .8 56. l Li .2 

• 
• -14.7 + 7 .5 - 8.8 -11. 9 +l.3 - 0.1 -1.4 

% Ch an9e - 2.4 + 6.8 - 4.0 - 8.8 +2 . 5 - 0.2 -7.5 

3.2 Unemployment Rates, States and Australia 

Ma,):'. 1986 April 1986 Max 1985 
% % % 

Queensland 9.8 9.2 9.8 
New South Wa 1 es 8.3 8. 5 8.9 
Victoria 6.2 6.8 6.8 
South Australia 8.2 8.0 8.2 

Western Australia 8.0 8.0 8.2 
Tas111ani a 8.5 9.2 8.5 

Australi a 7.9 8.0 8.3 
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3.3 Full-time Unemployment 

During Hay the number of persons looking for full-time emplo)11lent 
in Queensland increased by 12,500 (14.4l) to gg,600. This 
compares with a decrease in the number of persons seeking 
full-time eiiplo)11lent in Australia of l,goo (0. 4l) to 483 , 200. 

Corresponding changes in the number of persons unemployed and 
seeking full-time employment in each State during May are as 
fo 11 ows -

No. % 

Queensland +12,500 +14.4 
New South Wa 1 es - 9,100 - 4. 8 
Vi ctoria - 7 ,800 - 7.8 
South Australia + 3,600 + 8.8 
Western Australia + 1,200 + 2.6 
Tasman ia 700 - 4. 5 
A .. stral ia - l, 900 - 0.4 

3.4 Part-Time Unemployment 

l~e number of persons seeking part-t ime eiiployment in Queensland 
during May 1986 decreased by 5,000 or 21.6l to 18,200. This 
ca:npares with a decrease of 12,800 (10. 5l) to take the numbtr of 
persons seeking part-time emplo)111ent in Australia to 109,000 . 

Corresponding changes in the ntrllber of persons unemployed and 
seeking part-time eiiployment in each State during May are as 
follows -

No. % 

Queensland - 5,000 -21.6 
New South wa 1 es + 200 + 0. 6 
Vi ctoria - 4' 100 -11. 5 
South Australia - 2, 200 -1g_5 
Western Australia - 1,300 -12 .1 
Tasmania 600 -19.4 
Australia -12,800 -10. 5 
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3.5 Youth Unemployment 

During May the nlJTiber of 15-19 year olds looking for full-time work 
in Queensland increased by 3,300 to 23 ,000. This represents an 
unemployment rate of 23.8". 

Corresponding levels of youth unemployment in other States during 
May were as fo 11 ows -

Queensland 
New South Wales 
Vi c tori a 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Austral ia 

' 
3.6 Apprenticeships 

No. Unemployed 

23,000 
41,100 
21,goo 
ll, 100 
13 . 300 
4,600 

117 ,000 

Unemployment Rate 

23.8" 
2 l. 5" 
16.3" 
23.6" 
21.8% 
24.5% 
20.9" 

For ~he eleven months ended May 1986 there have been ~!89 new 
apµr enticeships al lotted and 565 re-al lotments. This coinp'3res with 
5030 and 755 respectively for the corresponding period last year . 
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