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Copy :"o. 

FOR CABl~ET 

DECLARATIO:" OF DROUGHT AREAS 

1. The Shires of ~cKinlay, Richmond, Diamantina, Barcoo, 
Is1sford, and Blackal l have been declared drought stricken 
by Cabinet. 

2 . 

The decla ration of drought stricken status entitles 
property owners to 50\ freight rebate on stock and fodder. 
ln addition, fees have been waived for permits issued to 
allow depasturage of stock on Stock Routes and Reserves for 
travelling stock from or in drought declared areas or from 
properties declared drought stricken within "travelli ng 
stock rate areas". Graziers and crop farmers also become 
e ligibl e for special drought assistance loans at 
concessional interest rates and with deferred payment where 
appropriate . 

The present guidelines agreed upon with the Department of 
Primary Industries in 1972 for determination of eligibility 
for drought declaration based upon the departure of the 
actual rainfall from the seasonal average require that, for 
areas with a single season rainfall, a departure from the 
average of 40\ is required before the area can be 
considered for declaration. In a single season summer 
rainfall area, local authority areas are eligible for 
consi.leration after the first 5 conths of summer if a 
rainfall deficiency of 40\ or greater has been rPcorde.t. 
In 1 t~o season summer and winter rainfall area there nrcds 
to be a departure of 40\ from the summer seasonal averJge 
or SO\ from the winter seasonal average or a combined 
consecutive summer and winter seasonal departure of 10\ 
from the annual average . 

3. The Department of Primary Industries has recommended that 
the Shire of Cloncurry be declared drought stricken as from 
1st Apr1 I, 1986. 

The situation with respect to rainfall in the Shire as 
advised by the Department is -

avera e rainfall for the 
per 1 o 
average. 

Cloncurry 
Dajarra 
Duchess 
Granada 

is expresse as a per centage o L at 

Octobe r 1985-
March 1986 

Actual-Average 

197 411 
117 268 
108 329 
151 455 

-52\ 
-56\ 
-67\ 
-67\ 

I. Thr Shire of Cloncurry is a single season summer rainfall 
a rca. 
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Reports by the local Shire d rought Committee indicate thJt 
rainfall registrations recorded for the centres of 
Cloncurry , Dajarra , Duchess and Granada are indicative of 
condi tions being experienced throughout the Shire as a 
whole . 

The rainfall registrations fo r thes e centres clearly 
indicate that the Shire falls within the rainfall 
gu i delines for declaration in relation to the departure 
from the 1985/86 summer's average rainfall s . 

5 . The Department of Primary Industries reports conditions in 
the Sh ire to be as follows -

6 . 

7 . 

With below average summer rainfall in 19 85 / 86, 
available pasture has been limited and surface wate r 
supplies have not been replenished . 

Large numbers of stock have already been sold or moved 
to agistment . However, even with these mitigation 
measures , available feed is very limited and further 
destocking will be necessary. A significant amount of 
drought feeding has also commenced . 

Due to the drought mitigati on measures unde rtak en to 
date , stock is still in fair to good condition . 
llowever , further destocking and drought feeding will 
be required to reduce losses in condition to 
acceptable levels . 

Cur rently, 36\ of the properties in the Shire have 
been gran ted IDP status, wit h new applications for 
drought decla ration being received each heek. 

Under the arrangements for financ11l Jssistancc 1n Jrought 
stricken areas , the date appropri,te for the decl1r.1t1~n to 
t ilke effect is the date on 1.h1ch tlae field otficer' s 
recommendation for the declaratton 1s filed . l"he r..:le\ 1,1t 
date fo r the present r ecommendation is lst Apr1 l , 1~86 . 

IT IS THl:Rl:FORE RECO~l\IE\UED that the ~h1 re of C.:loncurry be 
declared drought stricken as from lst \prll, 1986 . 

',v . A. '1. GUr-.:-. 

DEPUTY PRE~IER ANU ~l~ISll:R 
i\Ssts rING fllE fREASDRl:R ASIJ 

~IN!STER FOR POLICE 

The Treasury, 
Br i sbane . 

7th :\pr1 l, 1986 . 
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