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- l 1 have alread; had the honour o report for your ine
B r formation some of tha more igportant ceourvences of the

last three months. I now take this opportunity to atd some
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—_II . 3. For mtnut reasons the legislative sork of the

-
' Ill n!tbw wes yWith the t:hmion of the Crixinal Code Ast,of

' '-l-
B d quite unlmportant mm, When parliannet ait in Sept
. T 2 =l

ambor 'llu novsrrment lsd lﬁmﬁﬁum had arparently a o=

"

goud working uajority in the Legis)

M‘Trlm@:ﬁ-mtian avproving m despatch of the first oone

| "

AL of troops Lo South Alrlea was moved,lt wos only
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by an intizatlon that the oarrying of the amendment moved
by Mr A Dawson the Leader of the Parl 1mentar:.rfmarty
by whien 1t was proposed 80 express diaasproval of the ace
tion of the Covernment in making the offer - troops.wlihe
ut Lhest ocbtaining Parliamentary sanstion would invlove
the resignation of the Government “1 delaac ol the
aneniuent wea seoured, It was undsrstood that a majority
of the Hﬁhﬂi_ulrt o epared to ayprove t@a anendment on its
nerits,out ware not then willing te dloplace the Covernments
Tpon afeerwards it beocams apparant that the disaflsotion in
the rmaks of tha ﬂﬂ?irﬁﬂfﬁﬁ suspertars was Inorensing and
before any contentious measures had heen ceall with,the
Govarnuant found themselves obliged to resign, I hava ale
rendy revorted the olrempstances under whioh Mr A Dawson

By this tlmre the

and alferwards ¥r Philp assused ofriee.
year was 5o far advanged that 1t was lxpructioanla tn trans

ant any but formal and nesessary businass.
4. ¥r Diokson's pn:itiqn:ﬁhrnughcun his tenure of -

effice s Prime Minister,whioh lasted for a 1little more



o
than a year,was a diffioult one. When he was coumisslioned
by 1ord Tomington to reconalilute ths Government on Cha

dsath of cthe late Mr T J Byrnas,a conslderable nuuberyin-

deelt & msjority, of the ourllasentary supportsrs of tha

Govarnnent mads no seorst of their disapproval <f Lhe choloe

intinntigﬁ’xhﬂt they prafercsd ¥ Philp should bs their
leadar. That gentleman ,novever,expressed rl- disincllna-
tion to ‘erd,and his desire to serve undes MNr Dickson,and
the Secsion of 1RGP was brought to an end without ant open
stladsk upon the Envifnnlnt;
5. A Ganeral Rlesotion followed early 1a che mesent
year, I** the meantime Mr Digkson,who hsd not praviovusly
| taken any active part in tha advoomey of Australinn Yedera-
tionghad avored hlm:ulf-;:tupphrtgr of the movemnat,and had
attsndsn the Meeting of Priwe Mialsters held 1n-'51uaurns
in Jannary 1900 at whioh o rtein amandsonts to Lhe Draft

constitution as Zramed by the Ooavention &.rs agread tos
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8., A large section of ths supporters of the Goverament
ln‘ the '-;;.u:hum*_ ¢f the Colohy were strongly oppossd
to Pedarstion,and there is na doubt that Mr Dickscn's ad-
vuoasy of it was wmuoh ressnted by them,ant tended to & dis="
intorration of the Government Party.

7, You are aware that a Special Session of Parliauwent
waz hsld in Mgy for the purpose of passing n Ri1l for E;-
ferring the gquestion of the adoption of the Pederal Consti=

tution to the Rlectors. The beginning of the ardinary Ses-

gion of the ymar was postponed until after the pcll on this
| ]

-

guastion had been $aken,with the result that little time
waa left for leglslative mrk 'I?_l'_ﬁre tha oloza of the year.

f, In the iaterval Mr Dickson had pmdh Lhe olfer Lo
send a oontlngent tc Enqth A:t:fi'a.ﬁ. Theé prompiiiude of his
action in this regard met with ths disancroval of many of ®
the Governmanl sr.tr-r.arui*n',and tanded,l think,to wesken his
pogition.

Jo Tha measures whioh was the imwedinte cconsion of

th: resignatlon of the Dickson :-'nnnwt was ragardsd by

&

- many



many o the Governcent Party,both in and out of the Lagis-
Ja;nr:,au an attempt to delemate ngiﬁiﬁin Parlisnontarsy
Comnittee reﬂpqmﬂiﬁilit;EB whioh ashould proverly bz unders
takan by the Executive (overnment, The wvaricus lnflusnoes
to whilon I tave referred ocmulBe,I think,to Lring about the
vote whioch led to the resignation of the Goveralient,the ob=
Jeoy of the membars who malde dﬁrlat‘iana fron the Gowernment
rnpks heling rather to bring about a ehange in the leadere

sh'.p than in a ohmngs in the Gowverning pazty,
| 10, 952 far,however,as 1 ean at prescil obssrve ,the
ohange in leadershilp has not arfeacted any material alteras
tizn in the disposition of parties. It was anzldipated that
.
the acasszicn of Mr J G Drakes to the Philp Covernment would
nave led to ths fusion of the Independent Crrositlon with
the Government paety. Thls expeotation howevar, has not
besn fullillsd, The remaining memvers o. that Npoosition
have retained Ltho rlljhfl;'.:.'.'l'! of apposltion,an’ the aest vacad

84 by Ur Drake has been galned by the Labour Party, T think

it right to say in this oonnection that 1f I nad been aware
'1 that
[
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that = nrake would bring no uoﬁlldlnn of politieal support
s0 the Governnent I should have healteted belurs egraeing
to sumson hie to ths Legislative Council.

11, The Governsent have lLest snother sect by the re=
tvrn cf nﬂ' the Labone Party for the Vestern Hlac=
torate of Warcego In the place of Nr WW Hond unseated on
2etition, At the oloss of the Session ,hovever,thay had
still a pajority of absut 10 or 1d, It {8 lmpossibls to
4a} what will.hi-fh; poaltion of parties in the oezlnning
of noxtT Jinlinnihut T akink that the Parllacentary Labour
Pasty h;;u'hvtn encouraged by the mers faet °f thelr recent
brisl tenurs of offioe to aakka A atrong effort Lo regaln
power. 1 think also that the faoi thai they have shewn .
their readiness to ageept the respenalbllities of office

his had the elfact of changling the views of osny versons

who previcusly regarded them mersly as a pagty of irrispone
| L

|
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gible abatruuticnifh
| 13, The manner In which the propossl to send a seocond
dstachment of trouss to South Africa was receivsd showed
|




a marked dlfference from Che Cemper displo 0@ on ths former
pooasion. Tha oiroumatance that the resdlution wae seoccnded
by the lsadsr of the Labour Party who hed previously pro-
pogsd to csnaure the Sovernment foF iaking the first offer
and had in dolng nn'!xprlas-u strong disapproval of the off

ar 1tself as well as of the tims and mode of mukingit,ine

dioated 8o gratifying a change of attitude oo the part of
that Papty that I thought it proper to iafor: you of the
fast bt telographie

{3, There is throughout the Ceclony a stronp feeling of
ioyslt  to the Fmpire, The gperaticns in Noutn Afrien are
svoryahers followed with the kKeenest Interesi and symputny,
a fesnling whioh wllil be iqn’in.niﬁsd b7 the news Just recelv
ed,of tha first easualtles sustained by the Juesnsland oone

tingent,

14. I az slad to he able €0 ronort that,netwithstan=
ding the dilaat{rdna and Jong oontinuel drought that still
ellects nearly the whole of the Weatern Pastoral Distrlets,

the Treasury Returns for the past six months are satislage

Lory
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satisfactory., Teh pevenus for the,six months amounted to
£ 2,403,595, beling an inoreass OFf $250,044 over the amount
receiver during the correspomding period of 183 ,wnile the
expenditurs renshed Miﬂﬁ,m as gompared with Z£1,080,03814

In other parts of mﬁalw th® weather has baesn propie
tizve with the exception of & severs frost which most une
ssnsonnhly occurred Iin October,and cestroyel a large pPore
tion of ithe wheat orops on the Dar)ing Downz, The peneral

|
sondivion of the Colony is Qiatinotly piusnercus,
1 nave the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedlant humble Sarvant,




