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SATURDAY, JUNE 29, 1878,

A report has been tabled which gives some
particnlars of the work done by the
phitanthropic people who have interested
themselves in the wretched remmant of
aboriginals in the more settled parts of
Qneensland.  We do not offer to our
readers any abstract of this document.
Tt is not that wefeel, or that we suppose they
feel no interest inthe subject. Dut we
turn with a sort. of repulsion, from the
yeport of such merely: trifling work when
we know what the ‘condition ‘and treat-
ment of aboriginals in Queensland really
(i%. . Noman cares to turn aside to watch
a benevolent minded .iggividual endeavor
to relieve a case ache v‘rluey: ll‘e

|| trying to “conceal

o I A ee
- ?’m@

| prised in the carly morningin their scrab |
camps, and, lin} 8ds dazed, shot |
down where they lie. gfipmetimes they |
take to the ~while - there, |

: ves by diving.
| the troopers get le . practice at
| snap shooting, hi ch frivzly hiead as
| it rises to the surfags so lomig as on
remains alive. ¢ what

the men. DBlacks have~to be shot, of
course; we pay sifRte to do ‘it,- and it
does not much matter whether they ang
shot on land or im. the iwater, awake or
asleep.  Only it must be remembered that
nearly in every cgse it is massaere of
unresisting hmf&rttegcings, paralysed by
terror,  Sometimes somie TiMQ_f cy mur-
dering is done, ?fhe troo avages
themselves, are;hen dr’nng-‘wh'mood,
1 with whom we would be sorry to
insult a respectable fignd by com-
paring him. - When they «first  flush
of massacre is over, .-ocgasionally find
much amusement in finishing off Wounded
wretehes in a style we dare.not describe ;

or they may have the rare:| ‘of finding

knows a massacre is going on, ui ;
| in the next street. e
| We speak adiseflly, ind w4 ‘are using
| studionsly, moderate. langnage, when we
! say that the’ very“worst-ontrages commi-
| ted by ruffianly Cireassians in Bulgaria,
‘have'been for many _ years _past, and are
‘now.being cutdone in atrocity ‘hy men in
the pay and service of this colony.
Mr. Tuompsox, the mémber for the
Bremer, said on one oceasion when referring
to the aboriginals, that they were “ God’s
image stamped in ebony.” It is simply
imposgsible to ~describe in these pages the
expet mmnget_in which 'that image . is
 mutilated, defaced, and destroyed, by
forces which we arm and equip, and which
“are officered by white men and gentlemen.
But we will make the attempt, and trust
that out readers will forgive us if we are
compelled to shock them ; because we do
50 in the hope that with a humane man
as CoLoNiaL Secrerany and Prexier,
aneffort will be made, a step, taken to-
wards reforming that disgrace to ‘the
colony, the Native Pelice system,
The system may be shortly desoribed
as one of striking terror by massaere.
The aboriginal * tribes in a wly settled
part of the colony are subjected to a scrics
of “dispersals,” as they are called, in the
expectation that they will ultimately be
50 thinned in numbers, and cowed in
spirit, that they will: not only cease to
molest the whites, but submit, without re-
! taliation, to any outrages they may be
| pleased to inflict on them, Do our readers
know what “dispersal” means? We
will try to explain, g

X When the black troopers propose to
disperse a mob of blacks, the motive
which induces their officer to set them
to work vavies. Either he is told that a
crowd of blacks are in a certain

fears that his cattle may be disturbed ;
that the aboriginals have committed cer-
tain depredations ; or he may simply come
across them in the ordinary course of
patrol.  Whatever may be the cause that
sets him in motion, the process is the same.
The aboriginals are attacked, generally Ly
surprise, in the early morning ; but other-
wise, if eircomstances are favorable, Qe-
casionally, the blacks, if they are very
| savage, take to trees, when it is good fun
! for the troopers to pick them off, them-
selves being in perfect safety on the
| ground.  Occasionally the blacks are sur-

some trembling wretch wha had escaped
at first, hiding and scatheless; able to fur-
nish prime sport before he isfinally done
to death. For mercy—sparing a vietim—
is & piece of weakness, to which our black:
cavalry never condeseend. .

But if men only suffered ‘on theso ocea-
siohs, we would ha iveky. little
to say. We believe that there are some,
native police officers now who absolutely |
insist that women and children shall be
spared. But these are exceptional in-
stances, It is mnot casy to restrain
troopers in the ardour of a ¢ dispersal,” |
and the trouble is scldom taken. Women, |
female childen, are ravished and mur- |
dered. Wee toddlers are shot, brained, |
ripped up, and left to bleed to death with |

locality, and the neighboring squatter |

their entrails protruding.  Oceasionall ly it
happens that one or two children are
protected. We remember one instance,
not a very old one either, when a native
| police officer brought in a little toddling
| bog about three years old. The little |
'fellow, with the courage of utter des-

pair, got the chance of clinging
to  that gentleman’s leg, as he
stood watching the hellish scene

around him. He picked the little fellow
up and brought him in as a present for a
lady friend in a neighboring town. But
not many of the ehildren got a similar
chance.  'We repeat again that maddened
Bashi-Bazouks let doose in a defenceless
village may hope to equal, they cannot
possibly exceed, the horrors of a Quecns-
land “ dispersal,” and it must he remem-
bered that all this is connived at, if not
directed, by white men and Christians in |
the public service of this colony.

And it should never be forgotten that
 this system which we prrsne—a system
| so_ utterly disgraceful that no native |

police officer darc report exactly what
| work he does, and that no Queensland
| Assembly dare discuss it—is simply due
| to our laziness as a community.  We
allow this thiing to go on Lecause it is the |
casiest, when all the time it can be shown
that it is not necessary. So long as it
can be kept quict, and the public car
not shocked by the recital of unpleasant
facts, we pay the yearly salaries of the
native police and say nothing. It will Le
our endeavor, however, before those items
in the Estimates arc voted this year, to
let Parliament and the public know how
the money will be spent. |
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Qistrict. '\The’ state_of affairs that pre-
vails almost indicates as great foolish-
ness on the part of the whites as it does

—

cruelty. There is often no inducement to
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the blacks to leave the whites alone, for
whenever and wherever they are seen by a
h AAbaaks

article—~the

ma
ate dissati
work. -This is- no -wonder,

brutalised,-bué- in their- sobet.
they feel that the work they are co

thorouglily tlie sdvage must bhe aw
! | ; akened
It a man before he can act in the manner
j;: lmﬂeri about 110 describe.  One native
| polic Mo er | iopy
lnr_nob [ blu::ks mn ;‘i!xsge%&?f
Huls, trogpers had the water surrounded,
| and there was no. icape for the miserable
blacks. 'One.b§ one *‘the despairing
wretches were shot-ae.they rose to the
surface of the water to- breathe; - eac]
marksman knowing thatTis ghot was sue-

cessful by the dull thud of ¢ % ity
buried itself in & human lalin’ !1!“‘2

e i 44 bty

t che
Wouky Strigiie ii'%ﬂ and with
tomahawk in lgs,b It, he ’e:!‘ere(;n i.hfzl

water, and with demonstrations of pemce

induced one of; s o
near ghiough, thie W? savaga_ whip
out hi Wk, . “buzied it in hi
ot Madangr ) e ' s
We do_not.of course ml:‘{? that many

CoxriNtive | the. subject | of ; onr  last E

rity: of ‘mative polide officers
o and; disgusted” with';thein
Men. get
amoments

e h mpelled!
to do is degrading ; ‘and ‘they must g: it.

Their busingss is to “.dis 1

Al ISIeSs s f pe; If, they,
are Qﬁllﬁlhprf. ance of it, an d{t“}
ofy Iy rafsed, and theit Posidi

ger.  DBut let our readers. imagine how

pean, or a t of native
police, their greeting is a Snider bullet.
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QUEENSLAND NATIVE POLISE, 3
( To the Tditorof the Queciisliind Patriot. )
Sir,—Your edigrisl in th_gd-y‘u u:squ a{J
the Pairiot, on the ‘ Native Police Force of
this Colony,” should be "mf geriously. con-

sidered by the Assembl estimate for |
its mairftenance comes before thie Hopst. -~
b In h in thecivilized ould

demoralised, and ‘an aboriginal in some
of our northern districts; knowing that he;
is shot at on every occasion, comes to the
conclusion that he may ns well ‘earn his
| punishment at the expense of the whites.

| Now there is nothing to prevent o more
rational system being pursued. Let the
native police be. reorganised, . Blacks

' must be shot ‘when they injure or attack

Sdn dansd whites, there is no other way of deal-

: ing with them. - When a tribe commits a
depredation, let the guilty party be hunted
down, and let no trouble be spared to find
the right mob 'of savages. ‘At present, it
happens only too often that innocent and
guilty suffer alike, . When the right
party have been tracked down let them be
“ dispersed,” but, if possible, let: there be:
gome of the humane restraints of civilised
warfare be enforced. Women and children
should be held sacred—all the men should
not be butchered, and the troopers should
be especially restrained from hacking the
wounded. An attempt might be made at

teaching blacks that there is such a thing |

as humanity ; prisoners might be taken,
and treated with a certain ‘degree of kinds
ness. We do not preach sértimentalism.
Warfare cannot be waged withoiit blood-
shed, and it is a savage warfare that the
police must wage in a disturbed district.
We only plead that itmay be war, not in-
discriminate massacre.

‘Why should not the police also have
some restraining powey aver: the whites ?

such a force be allowed, and how the Irfiperial ¢
authorities permit- its existence, ¢ v be
accounted ¢ for «by assuming  that arc |

ignorant that such a force exists, and mosf
assuredly they are quite ignorafti’of the
horrors perpetrated by these savages, Queens-
ianders, in asking these aboriginals to fight
for them, are putting off on a subject pace a/
duty which, it it is obligatory, they orht to
perform es, o matter Whatx... %:ost |
may be—and I doubt if it would be so much

extra, -~ TN

‘We all have heard the abuse hurled 4t the
head of Stanley, by the Christians of Exffrand,
for ing a  few natives in self- .np:.‘

1 {the;
heard,, of : the atrocities commi by, th)u'
Quecusland native police, 1over whom kunh"
the British flag ? N

In S ’s country (the United' States), ~
although the Government has to deal with a
far more formidable and skilful, and a
thousand times more numerous body ' of
aboriginals, it has never adopted the cowardly
and mean device of arming, and employing
them to. exterminate each other, which it
very easily and cheaply could do. Ihﬁgll: i
is ever rgquired it gets its own race to fight fe
it. Even distracted aud unhappy Mexién
would be ashamed to employ such a force as
the Christian legislators of Queensland will be
asked to provide for to-morrow or after. Lats
them stamp out this di to their colony.

Tru e_natives of New Zealand. an
Africa have ‘been employed for this pw
but it has been always under the eye
Imperial officers, and in company wi
Imperial troops,” who would not permif,
atrocities to take' place i i K
those almost wee

e
m; ious I of the Queen
mr‘ﬁ ltiv'a‘gﬂ%‘,e force.

What mm]fl these good people sa;

Surely there must be some machinery by

June 20, 1878/ i

which a brute who, in" mere
and brutality, murders these wretched

native p(’llm/ 8 owonld ;act in- this
| manner. *.On the tont¥ary, a ‘considerable
number of m w naturally humane and
mtellhgeut o would be glad to be
spared some of .the- disgusting-details of
th_eu_sbn{n'ﬂ. ywk - But jt is not. fair to
them ¢hat they eHefild Be placed in the
positiotishey - r; incchafge’

demong wh 1d- gulk. if s
3 _who would. gulk if deprived of
their fall meal of hlgiﬂi,"andq b'nii W5

often hounded -on- to i the settlers.
‘The general sengimant amg he pio
ont 'trenmbh t8'ds tho hgﬁ
cruel, It is hasdly naeh-to say that
there has not Pplace in th
colony where hos beilgen blicks Ml
\v&itelsf has not been n;’b;.»som'h
utterly unprovoked outra, mmitted.
the former. It wasagot om Pllme:l,bf:

has been so in almost every outside

savages, disgracing his color and entailing
danger, perhaps death, on some unoffend-
ing successor. We can see clearly enough
that a beneficial change could be made,
| and a force organised of good white bush-

Y
by the

men, assisted by black trackers who could |

protect the lives and property of white
-settlers far more effectively than is done
at present, and who could also exercise a
restraining influence on the settlers them-
selves. But no “reform can possibly be
yeffected while our Parlisment absolutely
refuses to disenss the Native Police sys-
tem, votes the money for the pay of the
‘men, and asks no questions as to the
manner in which it is earned.
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NA'HV'!:’,POB!OE FORCE.

(To the Editor of the Quumlaml Patriot. )
Sig;—An  U.8, D i have also
stated that so .careful is ihe mted States.
Government of ‘its fepnhtxon as a Christian
and civilised government in conmection with
the treatment of the aboriginals, which the
law of conquest has made subject to it ; that
when the ,  exigegoies, of the servico

uire other troops to aid the U.S.
soldiers, thoca troops, white tho they
be, are allowed ' to act,t texcept
in eompnny'wlth the Federal troops, or under
the supervision of an U.S. officer.

~1f ‘s company of Sioux I:Hinwware formed,
‘ and sent to Toxiy to th pnhm or

Comanches; “even umderth oummmd of a
fighting Southern ‘Buho);. a”bml of outraged

man .be. rai t no Adminstra-
t han mv;:;gghn w!oe\:f& lare to try and
And ind is & Chi

lmdd o) ouy. Wd read ; andiiot only read,
but know. from' Mﬁersoqrces, that its Native
Police co\hiuit atrecities, the Indians them-
selves, bad thcy um, would look upon as
coward], 1{“

You have/ wuely statod that a force is ne-
 oe: to keep the aboriginalsof this colony
in order; and. yon have clearly explained the
compuslhou of thig force. I may state that,

ugm in such ,a forge in Texas; |
t]m'. thc unly, inns ever employed were as
guides (similar to the black-tracker mentwncd
in your editorial) ; and though we bad many
a fray, I never saw a weman or a ghild or a
wounded Indian touchied; but thé Federal
officers;. who Tepresant he Native Police offi-
cers, wepe educated m Ws&nﬂmen, who
wouldTngt Withefisplves teibe imypps:
by thc apet:fﬁ)uu’a tule:!ni the fronher se!

in
gthat coup! c were alyays
nmpl r%ej ; wefenever pampéged
lnto i l*w ‘people to w!

God guve the ﬁnt\pouuno of | the ‘soil;
should be wiped off the Ewe of the earth, be-
cause they merely woul
to m]\lryz;,'hnnu, despoi m.um, and oftentimes
wanton death. If the Government of Queens-
land continue this fﬂll y longer, it will
hl;:vim do-so in the facf o! a howl from Eng-

I have sént to Mr. Iodstons, The Times
and the Secretary of State $a+ Eh ‘Calonies
copies of the Patriot of the 20th June, and 1st
July, andTintend, if the Assembly pass the
Bstimategfor the lcmge axlltence of its Na-
| tive Police-Force, to lay before the gk:h
‘ piblic :n"the columng of The Ti e
d Atrocities,” itted by those

ds in hbuman form, the Native Police.
have stdl the valuejof a Mexican dollar,

'F

and it onlg remains for
tht they ‘ere Clristians
the way I'design to do,

me are well aware that

he Assembly to show
before I expend it in
and those who kunow
my word in a question

like thistgne is always faxtllfully llﬁd
though I am not a European knight.

XAN|

Yours,
RIFLE B.ANC-ER.

A TE
July 2, 1871.
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THURSDAY, JULY 4, 1878,

Sixce the publication of our article on the
Native Police, and the system of dealing
with the aboriginals of this country, we
have had several letters from gent), —
some of therhrﬁ-" ders _in_the ‘e

offering to fu difional. particulats
of this fiendish systém which we,as a,
community, have organised, which we pay
for, and which ‘we*sd_carefully  refask to
investigate.  We_ never, déubted that
evidence wotild-he. forthcoming if soughs
for in the ,propey ;may. Few: men who

{ have passed any time in, the outside dis-
*| tricts are ighm

- of the manter it which
this Christian, peoplg=of Queepsland.azg in
the habit of'k&?sﬁlf‘g th'emﬁ]originas of
the colony. Buj the evidenop can oply
be got in, one, ‘Wag, “3 Rq‘gnl Commis-
sion must be appointed, anthorised to go
from place to place, and ji tp give
an indemni:; to e!""'wh'g" nifgt. i;? :gltair
X aken p i

evidenee cq to

[he “mep  who. TUSEL]

X 1, will be individuals who have
sanctioned or connived st the torturing
of wretched men, the_ slow urder of
wounded savages, the outraging of help-
less women, and the deliberate murder of
toddling little children, _There is nothing
to prevent this being done, if the Parlia-
ment chooses to do it’ &ﬂm Commission
must not sit in Brishgne,,it must be com-
posed of men ready to° go from. place to
place in the intetidyy and i must be pre-
pared to question, nﬁ.bn‘l‘y white fién but
native troopers, takén'separately and out
of sight and hearifig of their officers.
There need be no fear of failuré’*" Plenty
of the troopers edn talk English well
enough. They will li¢, of eonrse, ‘but we
are supposing that the Commission will
contain men capable of sifting, evidence,
and will include at least ome individual
acquainted with the blacks and eapable of
detecting the very tiansparent falsehoods
in which they indulge when they wish to
conceal the truth, If such a Commission
is appointed we can promise our readers
it will bring forward a mass of evidence that
will makethe colony shudder at the thought
of having encouraged such a helgﬂl
system. Writing with a knowledge of
the facts, and with the deepest sense of
responsibility for what wo are saying, we
assure_our fellow citizens most solemnly
that from the murder of little children {o |
the burning alive of adult men, there is |
no crime,no refinement of eruelty which !
the mind of an incarnate fiend can con-
ccive, which has not and is not being now
practiced by men wearing their; uniform
and eating their bread, We say-this de-

| liberately, and we challenge the inquiry
for which we have asked. Tf our assertion
| is donbted—and we confess that to quiet

town readers it must seem almost incre-

| dible thatsuch crimes can be perpetrated
—we ask them to appoint a preliminary &

| enguiry in Brisbane : colleet the men who

| can give hearsay cvidence only, take that

(fid £ 1

-,:.;

a further investigation, And let them
remember thai. there is a latent devil in
human natore, whick wakens at the sight
of blood, and which is only #oo often
rampant  among : those®swhoy live on
the outsidey: and;! arg in  constant
conflict with the blacks, Mgking them not
only connive g, but approye the wawful
cruelties perpetrated in the back country.
Let them never forget the significant inci-
dent of Sub-Tnspector WHEELER committed
for trial on ghe charge of murder, by flog-
ging a woman to deith—a crime “which
was probably &-mete trifle to"what he was
in the ' habit b€ committing in' the excen-
tion of his duty. Let them remémber how
that than was“let out on bail—probably
the dnly murd #r bailed out in this
colonly: how “téadily - he found bhonds-

men for the large sums exacted,
and how he at this very moment
defies  justice in a distant
land. Let them, think hos at affair
was managed-Slgk them ask What care |

was gxefci vehtthe esgape of the
fugitive, and what efforts made to recover
him, and then let them quietly consider
what an indication that bubble. on the
black poel of* our : Naliyei Palice! system
gives of the horrors that lie hidden be-
neafh its surface.

It is indeed a thing to make lost angels
langh to see the way in which we Queens-
lamlcrs‘ Ski}l‘I oyer, this foul  blet on

our ter .as 4 y and
exclaim about trifles. A~ goldfields’
warden knscked downd*Chinamwan and
our Assembly was-ghmost, jowith plea-
sure ‘wheft-the Miister lay assured

the leader of the Omw he would
enquire into the: afichs’ and dis-
miss the official if the report was found to
be correct. Did that Minister and that
leader of the §Opposition know nothing
about the black police system ?  Did they
walk about with eyes and ears shut all the
years they lived in the bush 2 How much
longer are we to plagthe diabolical farce, of
voting money for this force, and then re-
fusing toknow that it isspentin themurder
of womenand children, in the indiscriminate
massacre and torture of human beings?
Is there not one mian in our Assembly
who, for the sake of all that has been held
most sacred by Englishmen, will take this
matter up and not'Tay it down till he has
got the inquiry . we, have asked for and
shown the people of Queensland, in plain
terms, the devil's work they have been
doing.

% ‘{4/;:4« cce [‘M&& Rie &y
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